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EDITOR’S OBSERVATIONS

The antique frade has long vied with us enthusiasts
for good model yachts when they are offered for
sale. Traditionally, to qualify as an antique, an ar-
ticle had to be over a hundred vears old. My Web-
ster’s Dictionary, however, defines an antique with
more fluidity as ‘dating from an earlier historical
period and sought after by collectors.” That covers
a great many of the
madels  owned  and
cherished by Vintage
Group Members.

A wise old sage once
observed that we do not
really own an antique;
we are merely custodi-
ans of it during our life-
time. If our steward-
ship of it is good, it
passes preserved for the
next generation to en-
joy and wonder at, a
tangible reminder of a
former style or relic of
craftsmanship long ex-
tinct. With the passage
of time, as it passes
from hand to hand and
from generation to suc-
cessive peneration, it | Phete: Trevor Smith

Eighty veoars ofd, and still going sirong, and that s fust the boar!
John Fhisbonds with “Misiral”, {zee article in this edition.)

Cireat-Grandmothers kettle, onee the humble recep-
tacle for boiling water for tea, was purchased for a
few shillings from the coppersmith that made it. It
stood on the hob with its back to the fire for her
lifetime. Her house-proud hands once cleaned and
polished it. Now it stands in the place of honour on
the dresser, the soft warm glow of ils copper exle-
rior a reminder of a
perhaps mythical
more comfortable age
when the pace of daily
life and the rate of
change was slower. It
has become an an-
tiqgue, a thing of
beauty to be treasured.

I suspect that rela-
tively few Vintage
Group Members pos-
sess model vachts that
are anfique in the tra-
ditional sense of the
word; a model would
need to have been
built before 1905 by
the ‘100 year® defini-
tion. A far greater
number of us, how-
ever, own boats that

acquires a patina of age; E

wear, small blemishes and carefully executed re-
pairs arc witness to loving care that former owners
have bestowed on it. Like the greying hair and the
wrinkled complexion of an elderly friend, they are
not detrimental to it, as they serve to remind the ob-
server of its antiquity. Stories and anecdotes may
grow up around it and become attached to it. Its
status becomes enhanced far bevond the intentions
of its long-dead maker, to the skill of whose hands,
however, it is a memaorial.

have survived for
many more years than their original builders would
have envisaged. John French's 36" Restricted
“Titbits’, the misadventures of which he so amus-
ingly described in the Spring Edition of this jour-
nal, is one such. This little boat's long and eventful
history has invested her with a life of her own: al-
maost a personality, she is now a family heirloom,

reowntimiied overlear,, )



















































